MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
an alliance with Byzantium, according to which he was to receive
the title of patrician and represent the Emperor in Italy, and even
in Rome. The Pope and Charles were thus suddenly threatened
with a Byzantine offensive. The clash which occurred in 788 ended
in reinforcing Charles's hold on Benevento, while in the North he
conquered Istria.1 Nevertheless, Charles was never really able to
impose his sovereignty upon Benevento, despite his unsuccessful
expeditions against the Duke in 791, 792-793, 800, 8oi-8o2.2
Charles protected die Pope because of his veneration for Saint
Peter, but he did not subordinate himself to the pontiff, as Pippin
had done. He even attempted to dictate to him in a matter of dogma.
After the reprobation of Iconoclasty by the Council of Nicaea in
787, which, from the dogmatic standpoint, reconciled Rome and
Constantinople, Charles refused to accept all die decisions of the
Council. He had a series of treatises against the Council composed
by theologians—the Libri Carolini—and he sent an ambassador to
Rome, who presented to the sovereign pontiff a capitulary containing
eighty-five remonstrances addressed to the Pope; and finally, in
794, he assembled all the bishops of the West at Frankfort, in a
Coifticilwhich abandoned several of the conclusions of the Council of
Nicaea, and condemned the doctrines of the worshippers of images.8
In 796, after the death of Adrian, Charles wrote to his successor,
Leo III, that he was "lord and father, king and priest, chief and
guide of all Christians."4 And he laid down the lines which the
Pope was to follow, defining very exactly the limits of his own
temporal power and those of the spiritual power of the Pope.5
1 lot, phster, and ganshof, op. cit., p. 427.	2 Ibid., p. 427.
3	dawson, Les origines de /'Europe, French translation, p. 227.
4	dawson, op. cit.t p. 226.
5	Nostrum est: secundum auxilium divinae pietatis sanctam undique Christi
ecclesiam ab incursu paganomm et ab infidelium devastation arms defendere forts,
et intus catholicae fidei agnitione munire. Vestrum est, sctnctissime pater: elevatls
ad Deum cumMoyse mantbus nostram adjuvare militiam, quatenus vobis inter-
cedentibus Deo ductore et datore populus Christianus super inimicos sui sancti
nominis ubique semper habeat victoriam, et nomen domini nostri Jesu Christi toto
clarificetur in orbe. Alcuini Efistolae, No. 93, ed. dummlbr, m.g.h. epist.,
vol. IV, pp. 137-138.
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